HERITAGE MATTERS
PROF. DR. AMARESWAR GALLA
director@inclusivemuseum.org
Professor Dr. Amareswar Galla, an
Indo Australian, has been a leading
advocate for all forms of inclusion
as the UNESCO expert on culture in
sustainable development.

N

ational celebratory days
are plenty. Most of them
remind us of leaders who
sacrificed their lives for
our freedom. Festivals in a
culturally and linguistically diverse secular India
are sites for celebrating and safeguarding our Jeevana Varasathvam or intangible heritage. Commercialization and wester n
influences have made inroads
into our everyday life, especially
with Mother’s Day, Father’s Day
and even Valentine’s Day. It was
not all that long ago that in Amaravathi Heritage Town a marriage was supported by the whole
community through voluntary
contributions and collective
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DISABILITIES?
niture for children who are challenged in different ways and with
special needs was arranged at the
Centre with Danish and Australian expertise and implemented by
Golla Umamaheshwar. Nannapaneni Rajakumari, Chairperson,
AP Women’s Commission, attended the program as a chief guest.
Harsha Vardhan, internationally
acclaimed Telugu sculptor, and local civil society leaders were present. A series of activities have
been conducted since then integrating the museum and educational experiences for children
with all abilities.
Amaravathi Heritage Centre
and Museum celebrated International Day of Disabled Persons on

December 3, 2017 and in December 2018 to promote an understanding of disability issues and
mobilize support for the dignity,
rights and well-being of people
with special needs. More than 60
students with special needs from
Amaravathi mandal, their parents, caretakers and teachers attended the programs. The Mandal
Education Officer and Mandal
Revenue Officer and other competent authorities have shown
strong leadership and empathy at
the events. The guiding hand was
Dr N Nagamani, Inclusive Education Coordinator, Guntur district.
These children also performed
subsequently during the cultural
program on the International

Heritage Day, April 18, 2018. Artist Sandhya Rangula from Ongole
conducted interactive workshops
on basic drawing for the pupils.
Amaravathi Heritage Centre
and Museum aspires to establish
museum and heritage education
to best possible standards taking
into consideration the types of
disability as per the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. It
aspires to develop the Amaravathi Heritage Centre and Museum as a model project at the mandal level with the possibility of a
multiplier effect across AP and
perhaps beyond. In order to do
this, a profile study was made
from the Andhra Pradesh Disability Census 2011.
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Speech and language disability
Low-vision

Deafblindness

Hearing impairment
Cerebral palsy

Mental illness

Autism spectrum disorder

Lepsory cured persons

Blindness

Chronic neurological
conditions

Thalassemia

Intellectual disability

Multiple sclerosis
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MENTALLY
SPEAKING MOVEMENT
CHALLENGED

41 50 52

MULTIPLE
DISABILITIES
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OTHER DISABILITIES

Parkinson’s disease

Acid attack victims

HEARING

MENTALLY ILL

Covered under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act - 2016

Muscular dystrophy

Data was disaggregated from the AP
census to understand the Amaravathi
mandal level planning needs.

SEEING

21 TYPES OF DISABILITIES

RHETORIC AND REALITY OF INCLUSIVITY
blessings. Now, the expenses by
the host families sometime run
into crores. However, there are
some days such as World Environment Day and World Disability
Day that have not attracted much
attention from the public or the
cultural sector.
Amaravathi Heritage Centre
and Museum established the
Xuan Zang Centre for Creativity
and Cultural Education. It was inaugurated by MLA Dr Kommalapati Sridhar on November 14,
2016 as the Children’s Day celebration and as an integral part of
the National Intangible Heritage
Festival, in partnership with the
National Museum of Natural History, New Delhi. Appropriate fur-
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In order to scope the State level multiplier effect, the next step was to conduct
initial planning in partnership with Dr
Nagamani. A total of 114 Inclusive Education Resource Teachers from DRC,
Guntur, met on September 6, 2018. Sreevani, Amaravathi Mandal Inclusive Education Resource Teacher, presented a
proposal to scope artists with special
needs at the mandal level as part of the
preparation for a Visual Arts Residency
program.
Amaravathi Heritage Centre and Museum with the support from the AP Creativity and Culture Commission, conducted three Visual Arts Residency programs
in the past: 1st Visual Arts Residency
with the theme ‘Cultural Landscapes
and Heritage Values’ from May 15 to 17,
2016; 2nd Visual Arts Residency with the
theme ‘Amaravathi to Amaravati’ from
March 4 to 8, 2017; and the 3rd Visual
Arts Residency with the theme ‘Telugu
Ammayi’ from March 6 to 8, 2018. The
three residencies were focussed on gender mainstreaming. They were conducted, in partnership with the Amaravathi
Mahila Samithi and the Group of Daughters-in-Law working with the Amaravathi Heritage Centre and Museum.
The 2nd residency provided a cultural
exchange with daughters-in-law from
the 13 districts of AP. The three residencies resulted in 42 paintings that are in

A world that we see or cannot see!

the collection of Amaravathi Heritage
Centre and Museum. Building on this
experience, it is proposed that in continuation of the Visual Arts Residency program by the Amaravathi Heritage Centre and Museum, in partnership with the
AP Creativity and Culture Commission,

NEXT WEEK

a four-day Visual Arts Residency (4th)
program be exclusively organised for
artists with special needs. It is proposed
to conduct it in partnership with the Inclusive Education coordinators from all
the districts of AP.
It will be a high-profile creative show
case recognizing and appreciating the
artists under the types of disability as
per the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.
Amaravathi Heritage Centre and Museum understands that creativity and
cultural engagement through spaces like
Xuan Zang Centre for Creativity and Cultural Education could result in a range
of outcomes.
One of the important challenges is to
strengthen the user’s individual ability
and self-esteem to participate in what is
increasingly becoming a competitive environment in all walks of life. Therapeutic, mobility, mental health and wellbeing are some of the several anticipated
outcomes.
In order to achieve these outcomes,
everyone must learn to walk the talk and
act beyond political correctness so as to
engage in making the Andhra people
committed to inclusivity.

Heritage Matters will focus on the World Heritage City of Vienna
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Specific learning disabilities

Locomotor disability
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Sickle cell disease
Hemophilia

Mothers – Anchors for Life

Hope – Journey Ahead

